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MORMONISM. 
(From the Daily Alta California."’ ) 


About a hundred years since, philosophers congratulated them- 
selves that they had finally “ illuminated ”’ civilized nations, and 
that thereafter the success of religious imposters, pretending to 
prophetic character by direct commission from heaven, would have 
to be confined to the barbarous nations. And the congratulation 
was not entirely unwarranted; one by one old superstitions, be- 
ginning with the belief in ghosts, shrank back into their ‘native 
night. Year after year saw new light thrown upon science, history, 
and religion. 

The people of the United States were supposed to be possessed of all 
the enlightment of the time, and nevertheless some twenty years 
ago, Joe Smith did set up for a Prophet, in the United States, and 
found such success as few of those acknowledged to have been 
worthy of being considered Prophets have encountered. As has 
happened to prophets in all ages, Joseph found but little favour in 
his own country, and finally sealed with a martyr’s blood the faith 
which he taught, truly or falsely. A close investigation would 
perhaps show that no founder of a religious belief has met with such 
success, if all the circumstances be considered. Smith had nothing 
to commence with save his talent. He had no education, no wealth, 
no external aid, no propitious circumstances, not even a reputation. 
He was looked upon as an idle, worthless fellow. He commenced 
to teach a new doctrine, not against a weak, poetical mythology, or 
a degrading idol worship, in dark age mong. ignorant and credulous 
people, but against a multitude of zealous’ Christian sects, among a 
people strongly inclined to be inefedylous. 

And yet within twenty years Mormonism has grown to be con- 
sidered one of the most important phases of existing religious belief, 
numbers more than a hundred thousand believers among civilized 
nations, and is spreading more rapidly, in proportion to its numbers, 
than any other faith. 
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Te account for this success is difficult. The best reason that can 
be given is, that Smith’s talent was equal tothe task, The Mormon 
Prophets would have us believe that the faith prospered because the 
Lord looked upon it with favour; but such reasoning would incline 
us to believe that the Lord has favoured many different and incon- 
sistent doctrines. The martyrdom of Smith, for such the execution 
deserves to be called, could not have had much influence. There 
was nothing in the Smith blood, or in any other human blood, which 
could lend wisdom or success to plans formed long before. 

Mormonism was successful before Smith died. The true religious 
fervour had already taken possession of the majority of the believers 
and Apostles of the new faith. How little ground for the faith it 
boots us not to enquire; the faith was sincere, and persecution could 
not compel its surrender. By what magic power, by what kind of 
political management, by what kind of church government Smith 

ained and preserved his absolute power, it will the duty of the 
me historian to explain; for as yet we have no book worthy of 
the subject. Smith is said, by all who knew him, to have been a 
man of wonderful talent. He was sociable, and even familiar with 
all, even the rudest of his followers ; plain, straightforward, and un- 
ostentatious in his manners, exceedingly bold in his plans, ready in 
his wit and conversation, a very able talker; not an orator, but an 
unsurpassable debater, speaking invariably to the pomt, and with 
convincing clearness ; and sure to make himself master of the favour 
of every person upon whom he exerted his powers. 

Though many doubts might be entertained of Smith’s talents, 
upon the testimony of those who knew him personally, there is little 
room for doubt, after considering the harmony and success of his 
system, when left to the care of others, long after his death. It is, 
besides, clear that no ordinary man could have commanded implicit 
obedience from such men as Brigham Young, Sidney Rigdon, Orson 
Hyde, and Parley Pratt. 

When these men acknowledged their faith, the prospect of wordly 
gain was but dim, and it was so distant that a keen eye was re- 
quired to see its success; and since then, the path of the Mormon 
ibaders has. not been over a bed of roses. € supposition that 
Smith and his apostles were concious of being impostors, is not 
without its difficulties. Imposture is something which does not thrive 
under dangers and difficulties. It seldom happens that aman will 
seal a lie for its own sake with his blood ; and yet Smith did it. He was 
in constant danger of losing his life from the time he arrived in 
Missouri until he was shot in Illinois, yet he never swerved. He 
we a easily have modified his doctrines, and by bending a little 
before the storm, have adapted himself to the circumstances, so that 
the Mormons would have lived in peace, and himself become, by the 
natural influence of votes, a man of high political importance. He 
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might have made far more use of his power, might have paraded 
himself before the public, might have bowed before the political 
— but his eye appeared too single to the government of his 
ollowers and the success of the unadulterated Mormon doctrine. 
The position of the Mormon leaders at present is one which most 
imposters would shun. Brigham Young has shown no disposition 
to bow before the majesty of the United States; aud we know what 
will be the result if the same stiff-necked — should continue to 
prevail. Certain it is, that in no case can the position of a leader of 
the Mormons be a sinecure. Neither is the position of an Apostle a 
very desirable one. There are many missonaries in these days, but 
none are equal in devotion to the Mormons. | 
To call these men fanatics, fools, impostors, &c., is unwise, un- 
consoling, unjust, and impolitic. Mormonism can be conquered, not 
by force and contemptuous treatment, but only by mildness and fair 
reasoning. Many doctrines quite as foolish as \!ormonism prevail. 
The belief in the “ Holy Coat of l'reves,” which found so many wor- 
shippers in the heart of Europe a couple of years since, was far more 
foolish. The similarity of the treatment of the Mormons and the 
early Christians is worthy of notice. The Christians, like the 
‘Mormons, were charged with dishonesty and all abominable vices, 
and the charges found general faith at a distance. It is quite 
robable that some of the professed Mormons are thieves or worse ; 
ut the falsehood of the charge as made against the sect bears the 
falsehood upon its front. ‘l'acitus speaks of the Christians in terms 
very similar to those used by a majority of the Americans in speaking 
of the Mormons. | 
Into the future of Mormonism it is difficult to see, but it can safely 
be said that, come what may, so long as the present organization is 
preserved and the present leaders retain their power, Mormonism 
must thrive. Utah, a territory four hundred and sixty miles long, 
by three hundred and fifty wide, is under their control. Brigham 
oung now holds his commission as Governor from the President of 
the United States, and the appointment was politic and proper. 
Difficulties may happen when the people apply for admission into the 
Union as a State. Whether polygamy will be abandoned by the 
Mormons or permitted by Congress—will be the great question ; 
for that is the great tangible objection to Mormon morality. 


DEFENCE OF POLYGAMY. 
BY A LADY OF UTAH, IN A LETTER TO HER SISTER IW 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
( From the “ Millennial Star.”*) 
Great Salt Lake City, Jan. 12, 1854. 
Deak Sister.—Your letter of Oct. 2, was received on yesterday. 
My joy on its reception was more than I can express. [ had waited 
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so long for your answer to our last, that I had almost concluded my 
friends. were offended, and would write tome no more. Judge, then, 
of my joy when I read the sentiments of friendship and of sisterly 
affection expressed in your letter. 

We are all well here, and are prosperous and happy in our family 
circle. My children, four in number, are healthy and cheerful, and 
fast expanding their physical and intellectual faculties. Health, 
peace, and prosperity have attended us all the day long. 

It seems, my dear sister, that we are no nearer together in our 
religious views than formerly. Why is this? Are we not all bound 
to leave this world, with all we possess therein, and reap the reward 
of our doings here in a never ending hereafter? If so, do we not 
desire to be undeceived, and to know and to do the tru/h? Do we 
not all wish in our vary hearts to be sincere with ourselves, and to 
be honest and frank pwith each other? 

If so, you will bear with me patiently, while I give a few of my © 
reasons for embracing, and holding sacred, that particular point in 
the doctrine of the Church of the Saints, to which you, my dear 
sister, together with a large majority of Christendom, so decidedly 
object. I mean, a “ plurality of wives.” 

I have a Bible, which I have been taught, from my infancy, to 
hold sacred. In this Bible, I read of a holy man named Abraham, 
who is represented as the friend of God, a faithful man in all things, 
a man who kept the commandments of Ged, and who is called, in 
the New Testament, the “ father of the faithful.”” See James ii. 23. 
Rom. iv. 16. Gal. iii. 8, 9, 16, 29. 

[ find this man had a plurality of wives, some of which were 
called concubines. See Book of Genesis; and for his concubines, 
see xxv. 6. 

I also find his grandson Jacob possessed of four wives, twelve 
sons, and a daughter. These wives are spoken very highly of, by 
the sacred writers, as honourable and virtuous women. “ 7 hese,’ 
says the Scriptures, “ did build :he House of Israel.” 

Jacob himself was also a man of God, and the Lord blessed him 
and his house, and commanded him to be fruitful and multiply. See 
Genesis xxx. to xxxv., and particularly xxxv. 10, 11. 

- I find also that the twelve sons of Jacob, by these four wives, 
became princes, heads of tribes, Patriarchs, whose names are had in 
everlasting remembrance to all generations. 

Now God talked with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob frequently ; and 
His angels also visited and talked with them, and blessed them and 
their wives and ehildren. He also reproved the sins of some of the 
sons of Jacob, for hating and selling their brother, and for adultery. 
_ But in all His communications with them, He never condemned their 
family organization; but, on the contrary, always approved of it, 
and blessed them in this respect. He even told Abraham, that He 
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would make him the father of many nations, and that in him and his 
seed all the nations and kindreds of the earth should be blessed. ~ 
Genesis xviii. 17—19; also xii. 1—3. In later’ years I find the 
— of wives perpetuated, sanctioned, and provided for, in the 
law of Moses. 

David the Psalmist not only had a plurality of wives, but the 
Lord Himself spoke by the mouth of Nathan the Prophet, and told 
David, that He (the Lord) hath given his master’s wives into his 
bosom; but because he had committed adultery with the wife of 
Uriah, and had caused his murder, He would take Ais wives and 
give them to a neighbour of his, &e. See 2 Samuel, xii. 7—11. 

Here, then, we have the word of the Lord, not only sanctioning 
polygamy, but actually giving to king David the wives of his master 
(Saul,) and afterwards taking the wives of David from him, and 
giving them to another man. Here we have a sample of severe 
reproof and punishment for adultery and murder ; while polygamy is- 
authorized and approved by the word of God. 

But to come to the New Testament. I find Jesus Christ speaks 
very highly of Abraham and his family: he says, “ d/any shall 
come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and 
From the south, and shall sit duwn with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God.” Luke, xiii. 28, 29. 

Again, he said, “Jf ye were Abruham’s seed, ye would do the 
works of Abraham. 

Paul the Apostle, wrote to the Saints of his day, and informed 
them as follows: “ As many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ; and if ye are Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” — 

He also sets forth Abraham and Sarah as a of faith and 
good works, and as the father and mother of faithful Christians, who 
should, by faith and good works, aspire to be counted the sons of 
Abraham, and daughters of Sarah. 

Now let us look at some of the works of Sarah, for which she is 
so highly commended by the Apostles, and by them held up.as a 
pattern for Christian ladies to imitate. ‘ Now Sarah, Abram’s 
wife, bare him no children; und she had a handmaid, an lgyptian, 
whose name was Hagar, And Sarah said unto 4bram, behold 
now, the Lord hath res'rained me frow bearing: I pray thee go 
in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. 
And Abram hearkened unto the voice of Sarah. And *arah, 
Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, after Abram 
had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, ani gave her to her 
husband, Abrum, to be his wife.” See Genesis, xvi. 1—3. 

According to Jesus Christ and the Apostles, then, the only way 
to be saved is to be adopted into the great family of polygamists, by 
the Gospel, and then strictly follow their examples. ¥ 
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Again, John the Revelator describes the Holy City of the heavenly 
- Jerusalem, with the names of the twelve sons of Jacob inscribed on 
the gates. Rev. xxi. 12. 

‘lo sum up the whole, then, | find that polygamists were the 
friends of God; that the family and lineage of a polygamist were 
selected, in which all nations should be blessed ; that a polygamist is 
named in the New ‘Testament as the father of the faithful Christians 
of after ages, and cited as a pattern for all generations; that the wife 
of a polygamist, who encouraged her husband in the practice of the 
same, al even urged him into it, and officiated in giving him another 
wife, is named as a honorable and virtuous woman, a pattern for 
Christian ladies, and the very mother of all holy women in the 
Christian Church, whose aspiration it should be, to be called her 
daughters ; that Jesus Christ has declared, that the great fathers of 
the polygamic family stand at the head in the kingdom of God: in 
short, that all the saved of after generations should be saved by be- 
coming members of a polygamic family; that all those who do not 
become members of it are strangers and aliens to the covenant of 
promise, the commonwealth of Israel, and not heirs according to the 
promise made to Abraham; that all people from the east, west, north, 
or south, who eater into the kingdom, enter into the society of poly- 
gamists, and under their patriarchia] rule and government; indeed 
no one can even approach the gates of heaven without beholding the 
names of twelve polygamists, (the sons of ‘our different women by 
one man,) engraven in everlasting glory upon the pearly gates. 

My dear sister, with the Scriptures before me, [ could never find 
itin my heart to reject the heavenly vision which has restored to 
man the fulness of the Gospel, or the Latter-day Prophets and 
Apostles, merely because in this restoration is included the ancient 
law of matrimony and of family organization and government, pre- 
paratury to the restoration of all Israel. 

But, leaving all Scripture, history, or precedent, out of the question, 
let us come to nature’s law. What, then, appears to be the great 
object of the marriage relations? I answer—the multiplying of our 
species, the rearing and training of children. 

To accomplish this object, natural law would dictate, that a husband 
should remain apart from his wife at certain seasons, which, in the 
very constitution of the female, are untimely. Or in other words, 
_ indulgence should not be merely for pleasure, or wanton desires, but 
mainly for the purpose of procreation. : 

The mortality of nature would teach a mother, that, during nature’s 
process in the fortmation and growth of embryo man, her heart should 
be pure, her thoughts and affections chaste, her mind calm, her 
passions without excitement; while her body should be invigorated 
with every exercise conducive to health and vigour ; but by no means 
subjected to anything calculated to disturb, irritate, weary, or exhaust 
any of its functions. 
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_ And while a kind husband should nourish, sustain, and comfort 
the wife of his bosom, by every kindness and attention consistent 
with her situation, and with his most tender affection ; still he should 
refrain from all those untimely associations which are forbidden in 
the great constitutional iaws of female nature; which laws we see 
carried out in almost the entire animal economy, human animals ex- 
cepted. 

Polygamy, then, as practised under the Patriarchal law of God, 
tends directly to the chastity of women, and to sound health and 
morals in the constitution of their offspring. 

You can read, in the law of God, in your Bible, the times and cir- 
cumstances under which a woman should remain apart trom: her 
husband, during which times she is considered unclean; and should 
her husband come to her bed under such circumstances, he would 
commit a gross sin both against the laws of nature, and the wise 
previsions of God’s law, as revealed in His word; in short, he would 
commit an abomination; he would sin both against his own body, 
aguinst the body of his wife, and against the laws of procreation, 
in which the health and morals of his offspring are directly con- 
cerned, 

The polygamic law of God opens to all vigorous, healthy, and 
virtuous females, a door by which they may become honourable 
wives of virtuous men, and mothers of faithful, virtuous, healthy and 
vigorous children. 

And here let me ask you, my dear sister, what female in all New 
Hampshire would marry a drunkard, a man of hereditary disease, a 
debauchee, an idler, or a spendthift; or what woman would become 
a prostitute; or on the other hand, live and die single; or without 
forming those inexpressibly dear relationships of wife and mother ; 
if the Abrahamic covenant, or Patriarchal laws of God, were extended 
over your State, and held sacred and honourable by all ? 

Dear sister, in your thoughtlessness, you enquire, ** Why not a 
plurality of husbands as well as a plurality of wives?” To which I 
reply: Ist, God has never commanded or sanctioned a plurality of 
hushands; 2nd, “* Man is the head of the woman,’ and no woman 
can serve two lords; 3rd, Such an order of things would work 
death and not life, or in plain language, it would multiply disease 
instead of children. In fact, the experiment of a plurality of husbands, 
or rather of one woman for many men, is in active operation, and has 
been for centuries, in all the principal towns and cities of “ Cristen- 
dom!” It is the genius of ‘‘ Christian institutions,” falsely so 
called. It is the result of “* Mystery Babylon, the great whore of 
all the earth.” Or in other words, it is the result of making void 
the holy ordinances of God in relation to matrimony, and introducing 
the laws of Rome, in which the clergy and nuns are forbidden to 
marry, and other members only perinitted to have one wile. hia 
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law leaves females exposed to a life of single “ blessedness,” with- 
out husband, child, or friend to provide for or comfort them; or to a 
life of poverty and loneliness, exposed to temptation, to perverted 
affections, to unlawful means to gratify them, or to the necessity of 
selling themselves ror lucre. While the man who has abundance of 
means is tempted to spend it on a mistress in secret, and in a lawless 
way, the law of God would have given her to him as an honourable 
wife. ‘These circumstances give rise to murder, intanticide, suicide, 
disease, remorse, despair, wretchedness, poverty, untimely death, 
with all the attendant train of jealousies, heartrending miseries, want 
of confidence in families, contaminating disease, &c.; and finally, to 
the horrible license system, in which governments, called Christian, 
license their fair daughters, I will not say to play the beast, but to a 
degradation far beneath them; for every species of the animal 
creation, except man, refrain from such abominable excesses, and 
observe in a great measnre the laws of nature in procreation. 

I again repeat, that nature has constituted the female differently 
from the male; and for a different purpose. The strength of the 
female constitution is designed to flow in a stream of life, to nourish 
and sustain the embryo, to bring it forth, and to nurse it on her 
bosom. When nature is not in operation within her in these par- 
ticulars, and for these heavenly ends, it has wisely provided relief at 
regular periods, in order that her system may be kept pure and 
healthy, without exhausting the fountain of life on the one hand, or 
drying up its river of life on the other; till mature age, and an 
approaching change of worlds, render it necessary for her to cease to 
be fruitful, and give her to rest awhile, and enjoy a tranquil life in 
the midst of that family circle, endeared to her by so many ties, and 
‘ which may be supposed, at this period of her life, to be approaching 
= vigour of manhood, and therefore able to comfurt and sustain 
ler. 

Not so with man. He has no such draw back upon his strength. 
It is his to move in a wider sphere. If God shall count him worthy 
of an hundred fold, in this life, of wives and children, and houses, 
and lands, and kindreds, he may even aspire to Patriarchal sovereignty, 
to empire; to be the prince or head of a tribe, or tribes: and like 
Abraham of old, be able to send forth, for the defence of his country, 
— and thousands of his own warriors, born in his own 

ouse. 

A noble man of God, who is full of the Spirit of the Most High, 
and is counted worthy to converse with Jehovah, or with the Son of 
God; and to associate with angels, and the spirits of just men made 
perfect; one who will teach his children, and bring them up in the 
light of unadulterated and eternal truth; is more worthy of a 
hundred wives and children, than the ignorant slave of passion, or of 
vice and folly, is to have one wife and one child. Indeed the God 
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of Abraham is so much better pleased with one than with the other, 
that he would even take away the one talent, which is habitually 
abused, neglected, or put to an improper use, and give it to him who 
has ten talents. . 

In the Patriarchal order of family government, the wife is bound 
to the law of her husband. She honors, “ calls him lord,” even as 
Sarah obeyed and honored Abraham. She lives for him, and to in- 
crease his glory, his greatness, his kingdom, or family. Her affec- 
tions are centered in her God, her husband, and her children. 

The children are also under his government, worlds without end. 
“* While life or thought, or being lasts, or immortality endures,” 
they are bound to obey him as their father and king. 

He also has a head, to whom he is a He must keep 
the commandments cf God, and observe His laws. He must not 
take a wife unless she is given to him by the law and authority of 
God. He must not commit adultery, nor take liberties with any 
women except his own, who are secured to him by the holy ordi- 
nances of matrimony. 

Hence a nation organized under the law of the Gospel, or in other 
words, the law of Abraham and the Patriarchs, would have no insti- 
tutions tending to licenciousness; no adulteries, fornications, &c., 
would be tolerated. No houses or institutions would exist for traffic 
in shame, or in the life blood of our fair daughters. Wealthy men 
would have no inducement to keep a mistress in secret, or unlawfully. 
Females would have no grounds for temptation in any such lawless 
life. Neither money nor pleasure could tempt them, nor poverty 
drive them to any such excess; because the door would be open for 
every virtuous female to form the honorable and endearing relation- 
ships of wife and mother, in some virtuous family, where love, and 
peace, and plenty, would crown her days, and truth and the practice 
of virtue qualify her to be transplanted with her family circle in that 
eternal soil, where they might multiply their children, without pain, 
or sorrow, or death; and go on increasing in numbers, in wealth, in 
greatness, in glory, might, majesty, power, and dominion, in worlds 
without end. 

O my dear sister! could the dark veil of tradition be rent from 
your mind! could you gaze for a moment on the resurrection of the 
just! could you behold Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their wives 
and children, clad in the bloom, freshness, and beauty of immortal 
flesh and bones; clothed in robes of fine, white linen, bedecked 
with precious stones and gold ; and surrounded with an offspring of 
immortals as countless as the stars of the firmament, or as the grains 
of sand upon the sea shore: over which they reign as kings and 
queens for ever and ever! you would then know something of the 
weight of those words of the sacred writer which are recorded in re- 
lation to the four wives of Jacob, the mothers of the twelve Patriarchs, | 
namely: “‘ These did build the house of Israel.” 
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© that my dear kindred could but realize that they have need to 
repent of the sins, ignorance, and traditions of those perverted systems 
which are misnamed “ Christianity,” and be baptized—buried in 
the water, in the likeness of the death an] ton | of Jesus Christ, 


and rise to newness of life in the likeness of his resurrection ; receive 
his spirit by the laying on of the hands of an Apostle, according to 
promise, and forsake the world and the pride x 


reof. Thus they 
would be adopted into the family of Abraham, become his sons and 
daughters, see and enjoy for themselves the visions of the spirit of 
eternal truth, which bear witness of tle family order of heaven, and 


the beauties and glories of eternal kindred ties; for my pen can 


never describe them. : 

Dear, dear kindred: remember, according to the New Testament, 
and the testimony of an ancient Apostle, if you are ever saved in the 
kingdom of God, it must be by being adop‘ed into the family of pol- 
ygamists—the famiiy of the great Patriarch Abraham: for in his 
seed, or family, and not out ot it, ‘shall all the nations and kindreds 
of the earth be blessed.” 

You say you believe polygamy is ‘‘licenciousness;” that it is 


“ abominable,” “beastly,” &c.; “the practice of the most barbarous 


nations, or of the dark ages, or of some great or good men who were 
left to commit gross sins.” Yet you say you are anxious for me to 
be converted to your faith; and that we may see each other in this 
life, - be associated in one great family in that life which has 
no end. 

Now in order to comply with your wishes, I must renounce the 
Old and New Testaments; must count Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 


and their families, as licentious, wicked, beastly, abominable charac- 


ters ; Moses, Nathan, David, and the Prophets, no better. I must 
look upon the God of Israel as partaker in all these abominations, by 
holding them in fellowship; and even as a minister of such iniquity, 
by giving king Sauls wives into king David's bosom; and afterwards 
by taking David’s wives from him, and giving them to his neighbour. 
I must consider Jesus Christ, and Paul, and John, as either living in 
a dark age, as full of the darkness and ignorance of barbarous climes, 
or else willfully abominable and wicked, in fellowshipping poly- 
amists and representing them as fathers of the faithful, and rulers in 
os | must doom them all to hell, with adulterers, fornicators, 
&c , or else, at least, assign to them some nook or corner in heaven, 
as ignorant persons, who, knowing but little, were beaten with few 
stripes. While by analogy, | must learn to consider the Roman 
Popes, clergy, and nuns, who do not marry at all, as formost in the 
ranks of glory; and those Catholics and Protestants who have but 
one wife, as next in order of salvation, glory, immortality, and e- 
ternal life. 
Now, dear friends, much as | long to see you, and dear as you 
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aré tome, I can never come to these terms. I feel as though the 
Gospel had introduced me into the right mage into the right lineage, 
and into good company. and besides all these considerations, 
should { ever become so beclouded with unbelief of the Scriptures 
and heavenly institutions, as to agree with my kindred in New 
Hampshire, in theory, still my practical circumstances are different, 
and would [ fear continue to separate us by a wide and almost im- 
passable gulf. 

For instance, I have, (as you see, in all good conscience, founded 
on the word of God,) formed family and kindred ties, which are in- 
expressibly dear to me, and which I can never bring my feelings to 
consent to dissolve. I have a good and virtuous husband whom I 
love. We have four little children which are mutually and inex- 
a? dear to us. And besides this, my husband has seven other 
iving wives, and one who has departed to a better world. He has 
in all upwards of twenty-five children. All these mothers and 
children are endeared to me by kindred ties, by mutual affection, by 
acquaintance and association; and the mothers in particular, by 
mutual and long-continued exercises of toil, patience, long suffering, 
and sisterly kindness. We all have our imperfections in this life; but 
I know that these are good and worthy women, and that my busband 
is a good and worthy man; one who keeps the commandments of 
Jesus Christ, and presides in his family like an Abraham. He seeks 
to provide for them with all diligence ; he loves them all, and seeks 
to comfort them and make them happy. He teaches them the com- 
mandments of Jesus christ, and gathers them about him in the family 
circle to call upon his God, both morning and evening. He and his 
family have the confidence, esteem, good-will, and fellowship of this 
entire territory, and of a wide circle of acquaintances in Europe and 
America. He is a practical teacher of morals and religion, a pro- 
moter of general education, and at present occupies an honourable 
seat in the Legislative Couocil of this —- 

Now, as to visiting my kindred in New Hampshire, | would be 
pleased to do so, were it the will of God. But first, the laws of that 
state must be so modified by enlightened legislation, and the customs 
and consciences of its inhabitants, and of my kindred, so altered, 
that my husband can accompany me with all his wives and children, 
and be as much respected and honoured in his family organization, 
and in his holy calling, as he is at home; or in the same manner as 
the Patriarch Jacob would have been respected, had he, with his 
wives and children, paid a visit to his kindred. As my husband is 
yet in his youth, as well as myself, I fondly hope we shall live to see 
that day. For already the star of Jacob is in the ascendency; the 
house of Israel is about to be restored: while “ Wystery Babylon,” 
with all her institutions, awaits her own overthrow. Till this is the 
case in New Hampshire, my kindred will be under the necessity of 
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coming here to see us, or on the other hand we will be mutually 
compelled to forego the pleasure of each other's company. | 

You mention, in your letter, that Paul, the Apostle, recommended 
that Bishops be the husband of one wife. Why this was the case, I 
do not know, unless it was as he says, that while he was among 
Romans he did as Romans did. Rome, at that time, governed the 
world, as it were; and although gross idolaters, they held to the one 
wife system. Under these circumstances, no doubt, the Apostle 
Paul, seeing a great many polygamists in the. Chureh, recommended 
that they had better choose for this particular temporal office, men of 
small families, who would not be in disrepute with the government. 
This is precisely our course in those countries where Roman institu- 
tions still bear their sway, Our Elders there have but one wife, in 
order to conform to the laws of men. | 

You enquire why Elder W., when at your house, denied that the 
Church of this age held to the doctrine of plurality. I answer, that 
he might have been ignorant of the fact, as our belief on this point 
was not published till 1852. And had he known it, he had no right 
to reveal the same until the full time had arrived. God kindiy with- 
held this doctrine for a time, because of the ignorance and prejudice 
of the nations of mystic Babylon, that peradventure he might save 
some of them. | | 

Now, dear sister, I must close. [ wish all my kindred and old | 
acquaintances to see this letter, or a copy thereof; and that they will 
consider it as if written to themselves. I love them dearly, and 
greatly desire and pray for their salvation, and that we may all meet 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God. 

Dear sister, do not let your prejudices and traditions keep you 
from believing the Bible; nor the pride, shame, or love of the world 
keep you from your seat in the kingdom of heaven, among the royal 
family of polygamists. Write often and treely. 

With sentiments of the deepest affection and kindred feeling, I 
remain, dear sister, your affectionate sister, 7 

| BevinDA MARDEN Pratt. 
Mrs. Lydia Kimball, Nashua, N.H. 
P.S.—My kind love to your husband, and all enquiring friends. 


ELEVENTH GENERAL EPISTLE OF THE PRESIDENCY OF 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


TO THE SAINTS IN THE VALLEYS OF THF MOUNTAINS, AND THOSF SCATTERED 
ABROAD THROUGHOUT THE EARTH GREETING. 
(From the “ Deseret News,” April 13.) 
Continued from page 167. 


In this country there is no person possessing an ordinary degree of 
health and strength, but can earn a support for himself and family. But 
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many of our brethren have been raised at some particular trade or em- 
ployment in the old country, and have not tact and ingenuity to turn 
their hand to anything, which forms a strong feature in American 
character. It therefore becomes our duty to teach them the way to 
live. They are generally goed citizens, of industrious habits, and 
with a little teaching will soon be able to support themselves. We 
desire the bishops to give them employment which they can perform, 
and exercise a little patience in instructing them; and it will soon 
be found that they will no longer prove a burden upon the public 
funds. They are frequently landed here without food or means of 
any kind; for a short time they will necessarily need assistance ; but 
if the above suggestions are complied with, they can soon not only 
sustain themselves, but repay all that has been advanced. 

Let not the honest poor suffer, but administer unto them in wisdom. 
So shall the Lord reward you, and the cries ofthe poor not arise un- 
to the Lord our God in testimony against us. 

There are many thousand of dollars now owing to the Perpetual 
Emigrating Fund Company, from those who have received assistance 
from the Company to emigrate to this country. When we consider 
the great good annually accomplished by the agency of this Fund, we 
feel that all Saints should aid, and contribute of their means to ac- 
complish the emigration of tie poor Saints from among the various 
nations, where oppression holds ie bloody sway, famine meunaces, 
and gross darkness and wickedness pervade the minds of the people, 
holding them enchained in the bonds of bigotry and ignorance. 

While the God of all the earth is pouring out His judgments up- 
on a wicked world, in fulfillment of His word spoken by the mouth 
of His Prophets in past and present generations, by pestilence, famine, 
tempest, and devouring flame, men and nations, drunk with their own 
fury, appear impatient to hasten their own consummation. In reck- 
lesaness and wrath they are destroying each other upon the rivers of 
water, and railroads, the wide spread lakes and open sea; the 
rush to their own destruction. Nation rises against nation; civil 
discord engenders strife ; and war, crimson war, with all its attendant 
horrors, lends its desolating aid to depopulate the earth. 

_ . Thus, amid crime and famine, pestilence and war, the convulsions 
of nations, and of the earth, and the elements around the earth, the 
Gospel of salvation, by the discerning honest mind, is hailed as a bea— 
con of joy, and is no sooner received than it begets an earnest desire 
for deliverance from wicked Babylon, that they may pass the ordeal . 
and withstand, in unison with the Saints in Zion, the scourge, the 
consumption which God has deereed shall make the earth empty, 
when they may rest until Hisfury andindignation shall be overpassed. 

Then haste, ye Elders, to the work which lies beforé you; and let 
all the Saints go to with their mights to prepare for the great day of. 
power and devastation which will assuredly come upon the whole 
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earth, for the day when the Son of Man shall appear, the Ancient of 
Days shall sit in judgment, and each and every one will be required 
to render a faithful and true account of his stewardship. 

Humble yourselvesy OU ye Saints of the Most High! for the day 
draweth nigh : Let your division, discord, envying, and wickedness 
cease from among you; and dwell together in peace and unity. Give 
your hearts to God, and your might, mind and strength to the accom- 
plishment of His purposes in the last days. Let nothing swerve you 
from the path of duty. Awake to the importance of your calling 
and the work which is for you to accomplish. Shake off the lethargy 
which enwraps you as a mantle; and let your works and faith appear 
like the noonday sun in brightness and glory to all around. Have 
continually in. your minds the work of God, the salvation of Israel, 
the deliverance of the poor from the tyrant’s grasp and the oppres- 
sor’s rod. 

And tothe poor we say, Be industrious and faithful ; and so soon as | 
you shall be able to return in some available means the advances 
which have aided you in your deliverance, remember those who, in 
like circumstances with yourselves, are anxiously looking to the same 
source for relief. 

In these secluded vales we gather the Saints that we may enjoy 
the rights and privileges of the Constitution, denied to us elsewhere ; 
that we may have the privilege of worshipping God according to the 
dictates of our own consciences. We gather that we may enjoy not 
only the rights of citizenship, but live in peace, and have the respect 
ad courtesy extended to ourselves and our families by our associates, 
which is denied to us in the world. We gather that we may obey 
the ordinances and keep the commandments of God, and concentrate 
our ability in rolling forth the great work of God upon the earth, es- 
tablishing His kingdom, building temples, and preparing the way for 
the coming of the Son of Man. And when those professing to be 
Saints, gather with us, we natura'ly expect them to be influenced by 
the same motives. 

We are gathered here, not to scatter around and go off to the mines 
or any other place, but to build up the kingdom of God. And those 
who gather for any other purpose, we wish them no harm, but can- 
not consider or hold them as in fellowship. We have no fellowship 
for those who embrace this work for aught else than the love of the 
truth and the testimony of Jesus ; who are not _ to endure all 
leave all, sacrifice all, and everything for the sake of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

It is the duty of the rich to relieve the suffering poor, to adminis- 
ter to their necessities, and faithfuly apply their means to the gather- 
ing of Israel, the spread of the Gospel, and the building up of the 
Kingdom. | 
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DEATH OF THE PATRIARCH JOHN SMITH. 
(From the “ Desere Nows,’’ May 26 ) 
The knell for the departure of one mighty spirit has hardly ceased 


in our ears, ere we are called upon to announce the departure of another 
noble spirit, who has laid down a frail body to rest awhile, and 
behind the vail to strike hands and rejoice with his brothers Joseph, Asahel, 
and Silas; his nephews Joseph and m, and the faithful of all 

JOHN SMITH, Patriarch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, after a severe illness of one month, died at his residence in this city, 
at ten minutes past eleven o'clock, p.m., on the 23rd instant. 

Father Smith was born in Derryfield, (now Manchester) Rockingham 
County, New Hampshire, on the 14th of July, a.p. 1781, was baptized 
into the faith, which has so long preserved his life in usefulness, on the 9th 
of January, 1832, and ordained an Elder, after having been given up by the 
docters to die of consumption. The weather was so cold that the ice had to 
be cut, and from that time he gained health and strength. 

In 1833 he moved to Kirtland, Ohio, and in 1838 to Far West, Caldwell 
County, Missouri, and thence to Adam-ondi-Ahman, in Davies County, 
where he presided over that Branch of the Church until expelled by the mob 
in 1839, and arrived in Illinois on the 28th of February of that year. He 
located at Green Plains, six miles from Warsaw, where he put in a crop of 
corn, split rails, and performed much hard labour unsuited to his health and 
years, but obliged to be done for the support of his family. In June he 
moved to Commerce (since Nauvoo,) and on the 4th of October was 
appointed to preside over the Church in lowa, and on the 12th moved to 
Lee County to fulfil that mission. 

October, 1843, he moved to Macedonia, Hancock County, [IIlinois, 
having been appointed to preside over the Saints in that place. Tn January 
1844, he was ordained a Patriarch, and in November of that year, was 
driven by mobbers from Macedonia to Nauvoo, where he continued to ad- 
minister patriarchal blessings, to the joy of thousands, until the 9th of 
February, 1846, when he was pone by the mob violence of the free 
and Sovereign State of Illinois, to again leave his home and cross the Mis- 
sissippi with his family, in search of a peaceful location, far off amid savages 
and deserts, in the = om of the mountains. 


After a dreary winter on the right bank of the Missouri, at a place 
called hasan Sadi he again took up the weary ox train march a the 
9th of June, 1847, and reached this place September 23rd, where he 
sided over the Church in the mountains until January 1, 1849, under the 
hands of Presidents Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball, 

He moved out of the Fort on to his city lot last February, 1849, and this is 
the only spot an which he has been privileged to cultivate a garden two 
years in succession for the last twenty-three years. 

In addition to a vast amount of varied and efficient aid to thousands in 
the way of salvation, during his long and faithful ministry, he administered 
5560 Patriarchal Blessings—which are recorded in seven large and closely 
written books, and has closed the arduous duties of a well ee . 
bation, and to a position of rest, where his works will nob follow 
and honour him, and where he will his tor the gues: 
perity and welfare of Zion. | 
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